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EDITORΩS NOTE 

 

As this is the last issue of our free group magazine, for reasons 

discussed on the Facebook Group, Id like to thank all those who 

submitted articles and to all those who gave their time freely to 

make it happen. 

Maybe we will meet again in the future, but for nowécheers ! 

 



 

  

After seeing a finished model of a rusted-out E Type convertible at WASMEx, I was inspired 

to have a go at one myself. Iôve never been a big fan of the drop head car, always preferred 

the sleek roof line of the fixed head coupe. 

I searched around for an appropriate kit and settled on the Heller offering. Itôs a Series 1 

3.8L, arguably the prettiest of the E Types. Reasonably priced too, at around $40AUD. 

 

 

First impressions out of the box ï not too bad. Moulding looked fairly accurate and not huge 

amounts of flash to clean up. The wire wheels however, had room for improvement. They 

were coated in the usual kit chrome which, in some cases, obliterates any fine detail and 

makes them very toy-like. 

 

Rusted-out E Type by David Eaves 

 



 

  

Two options ï buy an aftermarket set of wire wheels or strip the chrome and work with what 

I had. Pricing up a set of aftermarket wheels proved to be a bit of a shock ï more than the 

price of the actual cart kit, so I rejected that idea. 

I submerged the wheels in household bleach for a few hours and all the chrome plate came 

off easily. After a wash with detergent and thorough rinsing & drying, I primed them with 

black Stynylrez and then carefully painted in the rims and spokes with Mr Color Super 

Metallic Chrome Silver. I was quite pleased with the result! 

 

Then it was time to make the tyres flat. I used a domestic iron to press flat spots into the 

rubber tyres. Iôve since seen another method for doing this, but I havenôt tried it yet ï thatôs a 

story for another time! 

 



 

  

Next up, construction. With the 

exception of the engine & support 

frame, there arenôt that many 

parts to the kit. The interior is 

pretty basic, and the shell is 

basically a bonnet, and a body ï 

both the side doors and rear hatch 

are moulded as part of the shell. 

Originally, I planned on having 

one of the headlamps covers 

removed so was slightly 

disappointed to find that there 

were no headlamp recess panels 

ï just holes in the bonnet. This 

was easily solved with a little thin 

sheet styrene and some filler. 

Then all the parts were primed 

with grey Stynylrez, except the 

interior which was primed with 

black. The interior is mostly black 

anyway, so used the primer as the 

main colour and just detailed over 

it. I put off doing any assembly 

just yet as I reckoned it was going 

to be a lot easier to paint without 

the window glass fitted. 

 


